COMPLETENESS IN THOUGHT AND REALITY 1 t

The nature of the mind is such that it thinks
on the basis of differentiation. We do not
become mentally cognizant of anything except
on the background of what it is not. Every
form of our perception must have an outline,,
and that outline must exclude as well as include.
If there were only one color in the universe
there would be no color-sense at all. We know
or sense a color only by its difference from others,

Being accustomed to categories, we perceive
in the background of our minds, in the process
of our thinking, certain categories which we do
not see in the foreground of observed pheno-
mena. We see in the foreground, that is, in
front of us (a front as extensive as our sense-
observations and inferences make it), an endless
diversity. The conception of a diversity implies
tacitly a unity. The unity is needed in the logic
of thought to balance and complete the con-
ception of diversity, and the deeper we plumb
the philosophic basis of our thought with regard
to the nature of existence, the more do we
realize the necessity for such a principle of unity
in the universe, if that universe is capable of a
philosophic summing up, if it is not just a uni-
verse of nonsense.